Notes on narrative knowledge in psychiatric nursing.
This paper reports briefly on one part of an empirical study of nurses' accounts of conversations with patients diagnosed as 'neurotic' and addresses issues related to narrative knowledge in psychiatric nursing. A rationale for analysing psychiatric nurses' narratives of practice is presented, and one framework for doing so is outlined. The form and grammar of nurses' narratives are sketched, and limitations of the present analysis are discussed. While the paper is based on research on practice in psychiatric hospital admission wards, the argument presented is relevant to psychiatric nursing practice generally.